Compelling Biblical Reasons for 6-Day Creation

Introduction:

1. “Genesis 1 and 2 tell the story of creation, and it says things that are at odds with what modern people know to be true of the world and universe around us.” –Peter Enns
2.  “I think you can only insist on the idea that there is 1 historical Adam if you read Genesis 1 in a very highly literalistic way rather than understanding that it is using Ancient Near Eastern concepts to express how God did create the first human beings. I personally don’t think Genesis 1-2 prohibits the idea that there is an evolutionary process and whether there is one moment when God says, ‘This is the first human being’ or whether ‘Adam’ stands for mankind.” –Tremper Longman
3. “To deny that reality [evolution], will make us [the church] a cult. Some odd group that’s not really interacting with the real world.” –Bruce Waltke
Summary: There seems to be a trend within conservative, and even Reformed, circles to move toward some sort of theistic evolution (God used evolution as the means of creation) and away from a literal understanding of Genesis 1-2 (perhaps even Genesis 1-11). 

1. Are there good indicators to take Genesis 1-2 as literal history?

a. Genre

i. Historical narrative

1. The rest of Genesis reads as historical narrative

2. Genesis reads like other OT historical books: Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Jonah, Job, 

b. Hebrew

i. Vav-consecutive (w:)

2. Given the literal history of Genesis 1-2, let’s look at some of the details

a. Genesis 1:3 vs. Genesis 1:14

i. How can there be light and “day and night” without the sun, moon, and stars?

ii.  “to its kind” (Gen 1:11-12, 21, 24)
b. Creation of man (Gen 2:7)

i. Man was formed from dust, not from an animal

ii. If man evolved from an animal, then there was no need for the breath of life. 

1. Animals were already living beings (Gen 1:20-21, 24-25)

2. Genesis 2:7 says man “became” a living being when God breathed the breath of life into him.

c. Description of the garden

d. Did Moses know what a day is?

3. Related Issues

a. Historical Creation 

i. Psalm 33:6-9

ii. Matthew 19:3-6

b. Historical Adam

i. Biblical geneaologies

1. 1 Chronicles 1

2. Luke 3:23-38

ii. Romans 5:12-21

iii. 1 Corinthians 15:20-22

iv. 1 Timothy 2:12-14

Problem with other views: They end up losing perspective on how the whole Bible views creation

Objections

1. What about the apparent age of the universe?

a. Adam created fully mature

2. What about evolution?

a. Theory of Evolution is more philosophy than science

b. The “evidence” for evolution is interpreted evidence.

c. Base assumption is that the way the world operates now is how the world operated from the very beginning

i. Fall

1. had cosmic effects (Rom 8:20-23)

2. death enters the world (Genesis 2:17; Rom 5:12-21)

ii. Flood

1. first time it rained in the history of the earth

2. man is now enabled to eat meat

3. age of man decreases

iii. Mount St Helens

1. Energy the equivalent of 20 million tons of TNT destroyed 400 square kilometers of forest in 6 minutes. It changed the form of the volcano itself as a huge chunk was blown off and its elevation was reduced from 9,677 feet to 8,365 feet.

2. “Recent studies of the Mount St. Helens phenomenon indicate that if attempts were made to date those structures on the basis of [evolutionary assumptions], millions of years of formation time would necessarily be postulated!”  --Dr. Douglas Kelly, Creation and Change
3. What if Adam and Eve are only about Israelite origins?

a. Then how did sin get passed down to every single human being?

b. If this were true, you’d have sinless beings not descended from Adam and Eve who presumably would have sinless offspring, unless you’re willing to say that sin came to these non-Adamic peoples through the sin of their first parents. But then sin didn’t come to “all” through Adam. There’d be more than “one man” through whom sin would have entered the world. Cf. Romans 5:12-14

c. Genesis 2:7 argues against this understanding

Conclusion:

1. Bottom Line: Is the Bible your ultimate authority or is science?
· Theistic evolutionists interpret Genesis 1-2 in light of science.

· 6-Day Creation interprets science in light of Genesis 1-2. 

2. The implications for denying a literal understanding of Genesis 1-3 are devastating because you end up denying the literal understanding of other areas and parts of the Bible. 
3. Hebrews 11:3 – “By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God…”
“For with regard to the most beautiful structure and order of the universe, how many of us are there, who, when we lift up our eyes to heaven or cast them about through the various regions of earth, recall our minds to a remembrance of the Creator, and do not rather, disregarding their Author, sluggishly content ourselves with a view of his works?”  --John Calvin, Institutes
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