Associate Strand (Seceeders)
1645 – Marrow of Modern Divinity first published

1712 – Patronage Act reintroduces patronage (repeals agreement of 1689)

1718-1726 – Marrow Controversy

· Arminians/Hyper-Calvinists/Legalists in Church of Scotland
1733- AP of Scotland organized @ Gairney Bridge [Seceeders]

· Patronage (selection of minister of church is decided by patrons [magistrates, town councils, etc.] to exclusion of congregation)  
· Marrow Controversy (covenant theology, free offer of the gospel, nature of saving faith) 

1747- Split over Burgher Oath (public office holders must affirm approval of religion of the country at the present time)

· Burgher Synod
· Anti-Burgher Synod

1753- 1st AP in America (Anti-Burgher) [Pennsylvania]

1776- division into Presbytery of PA and Presbytery of NY

Reformed Strand (Covenanters)
1638 – National Covenant 

1643- Solemn League and Covenant

1661-  Charles II’s “Act Rescissory” restores Episcopacy in Scotland

· 300 ministers immediately resign their pulpits rather than comply and start meeting in homes and open fields; govt. sends troops to prevent these meetings; armed clashes btwn govt. and Covenanters
· 1679- defeated at Battle of Bothwell’s Bridge

· 1680-1688: “Killing Time” (18,000 Covenanters killed)
· 1690: Act of Settlement re-establishes Presbyterianism in Scotland

· Some still dissatisfied, refuse to return to CoS and form “praying societies” 
1743- RP of Scotland organized (McMillan, Nairn) (had to wait until enough ordained ministers joined them)


1774- 1st RP in America [Pennsylvania]

ARP

1782- ARP organized in Philadelphia

1799- Full Constitution adopted with editing of WCF on the sections dealing with Civil Magistrate
1803- Synod divided into 4 Synods with annual General Synod


Synod of New York


Synod of Pennsylvania


Synod of Scioto (Ohio)

Synod of the Carolinas (May 9, 1803 @ Old Brick Church)
1805- A.R. Seminary formed in NY City

1820- Synod of Scioto withdraws and becomes Associate Reformed Synod of the West  (Ohio & Kentucky)
1822- Synod of the Carolinas withdraws and becomes Associate Reformed Synod of the South
1837- Clarke & Erskine Seminary started (College started 2 years later)
1858- Associates and AR in North unite as United Presbyterian Church of North America (UPCNA)

1891- instruments officially approved for worship

1899- Synod revises Book of Worship, overturning “closed communion”
1912- AR Synod of the South becomes The Associate Reformed Synod

1928- Erskine Seminary and College merge.
1935- The AR Synod becomes The General Synod of the ARP Church
1946- hymns permitted in worship

1951- proposed union with UPC or PCUS rejected
1960s-1980s – Erskine seminary has neo-orthodox professors who deny the inerrancy of Scripture

2005 – Adopted a position paper on “Women in the Life of the Church” that affirmed male-only leadership in the office of minister and elder, functional differences between men and women (complementarianism), and some ideas of how women may serve and use their gifts in the Church.

2008 – Released a position/statement on the inerrancy of Scripture that firmly settled the denomination as standing upon God’s Word as breathed out by God, and inspired in all that it says. 

2012 – Adopted a position paper affirming Adam as a real, historical person

2012 – Re-affirmed that marriage is only between one man and one woman

2016 – Adopted a report confessing the past sins of the ARP regarding slavery and racism and re-affirmed that all people are created in the image of God. 

2016 – Trinity Reformed Presbyterian Church received into the ARP

2019 – Adopted a position paper affirming that both homosexuality as well as homosexual desires are sinful and are to be repented of and put to death

2021 – Tasked Theological & Social Concerns committee to re-visit the issue of women deacons. 

ARP Themes
18th Century
1. Biblical Authority:  “The AR Church stands stoutly for the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures. Its testimony is that the inspiration extends not merely to some portions of the Bible but to the whole Bible; not only to the words and sermons of Christ but to the Epistles of Paul and Peter as well. Its position is that not merely the contents, the body of truth found in the Scriptures is inspired of God but that the inspiration extends to the very words; that no only does the Bible contain the word of God but the Bible is the Word of God.” –J.S. Moffatt, 1903
2. Confessionalism
3. Worship

a. Strict version of the Regulative Principle of worship
i. Simple worship

ii. Exclusive psalmody [primary ARP distinctive]
1. In 1899, General Synod added to the Book of Worship not only that AR churches are to sing psalms exclusively, but AR members could not sing hymns at other churches.   

iii. Musical instruments prohibited

b. Communion: extremely closed; only open to church members; only on occasion allowed to believers from other churches

c. Sabbath Observance: [primary ARP distinctive]
19th Century
1. Slavery

a. There were individual ARP members who did own slaves. While they did believe in educating and meeting the social needs of their slaves, they were not concerned to give them their freedom.
b. They did worship together, but they were segregated. First Presbyterian Church in Columbia, SC still has what was back then called “the slaves gallery” which was a balcony upstairs where black people were allowed to sit. 
c. Robert Lathan, an ARP historian, points out that Presbyterians taught black people how to read, provided Bible lessons, and apprenticed them into a commercial trade. They were offered church membership and allowed to take communion with their masters. He points out that some ARP churches were more than half slaves. 
d. In 1831, the General Synod passed a resolution that all ARPC members who owned slaves free them immediately. The Presbytery of the Carolinas was implicated in the resolution since there were very few slave owners in the other 8 presbyteries of the ARPC. 
e. Carolina Presbytery protested, not at the requirement to free the slaves, but at the fact that Synod was interfering in civil matters and forcing immediate release. 
f. “At the time of the separation [1822], the Associate Reformed people of the South were by no means advocates of the institution of slavery. In fact, a very large number of them were decidedly opposed to it...Mr. Hemphill, the mover of the resolution [to form the ARP Synod of the South], and nearly all the people of his charge, were in 1822, far from being advocates of slavery. Mr. Hemphill lived and died opposed to slavery, and not a single one of the fathers of the ARP Synod of the South were advocates of the institution." – Lathan, p. 326
g. So strong was their position against slavery that when South Carolina proposed legislature prohibiting the education of slaves in order to keep them in slavery, the Synod was memorialized (or asked) to petition the Legislature of South Carolina not to enact such a law, citing that it would be a serious infringement of their rights of conscience. 
h. An ARP study from 2016 concludes, “The ARPC was and has always been largely and strongly opposed to slavery. The common opinion among ARPC church members was that they did not advocate but rather discouraged the practice of slavery.  They believed it was an evil inflicted upon them by the British government and perpetuated by circumstances beyond their control. Several pastors (all having more black than white members in their congregations) claimed slavery was “clearly condemned by the law of God.” While this view was held, more than half of the members in some congregations remained slave holders. Their collective interest was not so much to immediately abolish the institution of slavery, but to protect black slaves against social injustices and cruelty. It was regarded as impossible under the present social circumstances to immediately free slaves and fulfill one’s Christian civic duties.”
2. Division & Dissolution (1802-1822)
a. Centralizing the power of the General Synod
b. Not Adhering to the Westminster Standards

c. Communion (Open vs. Closed)
d. Psalmody (Exclusive vs. Hymns)

20th Century

1. Loss of Distinctives
a. 1899- closed communion overturned by revision of Book of Worship

b. 1933- language prohibiting ARP’s from singing hymns in other churches removed

c. 1945/46- hymns allowed for use by ARP congregations
d. 1960s-1980s: Scriptural Authority Battle

i. Inerrancy vs. infalliable (neo-orthodox)

ii. 1979- Committee on Reconciliation approves: “We believe that the Holy Spirit reveals Christ to us through the Holy Scripture which is the Word of God written. While we do not have the original autographs as proof, we believe on faith that God’s Word in its entirety was accurately recorded by the original writers through divine inspiration and reliably transmitted to us.”

iii. A second statement was adopted which read: “The General Synod of 1979 affirms that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God without error in all that it teaches.”  

iv. 1990s—some newer professors were hired at ETS because there was a PCUSA professor position at the seminary and this brought back the neo-orthodox influence at the seminary.

2. Confessional Changes
a. Ordination vows are changed to become less polemical in tone 

b. Addition of 2 chapters

i. WCF 34 & 35 added in 1959
ii. These chapters originated in PCUSA [Northern Pres] and were added by them in 1903 and added by PCUS [Southern Pres] in 1942. 
iii. Bill Evans, professor of Bible/Religion at Erskine College, argues that these changes were so written that they can be read in a Calvinist or Arminian way and in that sense dilute the distinctive teaching of the Confession. 

iv. These chapters were removed at the 2014 General Synod by unanimous vote

c. Removal of language offensive to Roman Catholics. 

i. 1976- reference to the pope as the antichrist was removed

ii. 1984- “papists” was removed from the list of sorts of persons one ought not to marry (Ch. 24)

iii. 2001- change to WCF 24.4 regarding law of affinity in marriage. Now a man can marry his dead wife’s sister if they are agreeable to it. 
d. Women’s ordination

i. 1930- Northern Pres votes to allow women elders

ii. 1964- Southern Pres votes to allow women elders

iii. 1972- motion to allow women elders in ARP is defeated but women deacons are allowed

iv. 1976- Synod rejects memorial to allow ordaining women as elders

v. 1981- Synod votes 2-1 to not allow women elders and votes by same margin to end discussion

vi. ARP never discussed ordaining women as pastors. 

21st Century
1. Battle for Erskine Continues

i. 2010 – “Snow Synod”; This was a called meeting of our synod to deal with issues related to Erskine College and Seminary. The called meeting was to deal with the findings of a special commission that had been appointed at the 2009 General Synod meeting to investigate Erskine College & Seminary. Basically, the commission found that the Board was too large, too independent, too secret, and had a history of repeatedly ignoring Synod’s directives. There were also financial issues to deal with and the fact that the College was put on “probationary status” by the accreditation agency. 

ii. In response, some Seminary professors and ruling elders sued the General Synod of the ARP.  There was fallout related to this as churches and presbyteries failed to discipline these men for taking their brother to civil court and not submitting to the authority of the church. 

iii. The Snow Synod of March 2010 was effectively “undone” at the June 2010 General Synod meeting.  Instead, the Synod developed a policy where board members could be removed by the Synod “for cause”, the Board of Erskine was called to revise its By-Laws so that removal of board members was no longer reserved for the Board alone, and the charter was called to be revised to tighten the bond of the College & Seminary as “agencies” of the Synod. 

iv. Financial issues have still persisted at the College & Seminary although theologically, things seem to have been resolved for the moment. At the 2016 General Synod, it took 2 super-majority votes but the Synod resolved that all the $$ for that year from Synod be designated for the Seminary alone rather than a 60/40 split between the College and Seminary. 

2. A Continued Return to (or Reaffirmation of) Confessional Orthodoxy

a. Women Deacons

i. In 2019, First Presbytery began to re-examine the issue, especially since the new vows in the revised Form of Government included “obedience” to those in the office of deacon.

ii. In 2021, Synod sent a memorial from First Presbytery to Theological & Social Concerns to re-study the issue of women deacons and if the study finds it unbiblical, the develop a pastor way to address churches who currently have women deacons.  

iii. As it stands, Synod is probably 1/4 in favor of women deacons, 1/2 against women deacons, and 1/4 rather keep status quo rather than have any debate over it. It seems that those favoring women deacons or status quo is declining and those against it is increasing. 

b. Returning to a more original WCF

i. Those 2 chapters of the WCF (Chapter 34 & 35) that had been added in 1953 were removed at the 2014 General Synod. 

ii. The study committee had concluded in their report, “We believe that these two chapters not only disrupt the chapter-by-chapter logic of the WCF’s system of Reformed doctrine in expressing the sovereign plan of God to save sinners, they are dismissive of the centrality of Divine grace in salvation and powerful ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Neither chapter can be viewed as helpfully contiguous with the whole of the WCF given the historical context behind them intent on softening and steering the standards away from the classic, evangelical, Reformed, summary of God’s eternal plan of redemption.

c. Scriptural & Confessional Reaffirmation Against Cultural Movements

i. Released Position papers on complementarianism, the historical Adam, inerrancy, marriage as between 1 man and 1 woman, & homosexuality as well as its desires are sinful. 
